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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Articles 23.9.3 and 81.2.3 of the 
Code, is to conserve the name Prionocerus bicolor Redtenbacher, 1868 for a common 
species of soft-winged flower beetle (CLEROIDEA, PRIONOCERIDAE) by giving it prec- 
edence over the unused older name P. pertii Laporte de Castelnau, 1836 whenever 
these names are considered to be synonyms. 
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1. Laporte de Castelnau (1836, p. 37) described a new species of PRIONOCERIDAE 
(then under TELEPHORIDAE) from Java (Indonesia) as Prionocerus pertii. Although 
other parts of this publication have been cited subsequently, the description of 
P. pertii was completely forgotten by later workers on this family, and the name was 
never cited again in taxonomic papers, not even in the most comprehensive 
catalogues (Gemminger & Harold, 1869; Pic, 1926). The only reference listing pertii 
is the Index Animalium (Sherborn 1929, p. 4875) which, however, is a simple index 
of names and cannot be regarded as a taxonomic work, as it does not provide 
information on the validity of the included names. 

2. Although the type material of P. pertii has not been traced and the original 
description does not conform to modern standards, it is sufficiently diagnostic to be 
assigned to Prionocerus bicolor Redtenbacher, 1868 (p. 109), also described from 
Java. The type series of P. bicolor consists of the holotype 2, which is deposited in the 
collections of the Natural History Museum in Vienna (Naturhistorisches Museum 
Wien). This subjective synonymy has recently been published by Geiser (2010, p. 22). 

3. P. bicolor Redtenbacher, 1868 is a common and widespread Oriental species 
which, under this name, is represented in many museum collections and has been 
cited repeatedly over the past 140 years (Gemminger & Harold 1869, p. 1721; 
Gerstaecker 1873, p. 158; Kirsch 1875, p. 38; Schaufuss 1887, p. 125; Gorham 1887, 
p. 77; 1895, p. 318; Bourgeois 1890, p. 188; Maxwell-Lefroy & Howlett 1909, p. 325; 
Pic, 1910, p. 53; 1923a, p. 44; 1923b, p. 72; 1926, p. 4; 1929, p. 2; Champion, 1919, 
p. 329; Miwa & Chujö, 1938, p. 23; Wittmer, 1938, p. 7; 1939, p. 130; 1941, p. 227; 
1954, p. 28; Gressitt, 1939, p. 194; Crowson, 1964, p. 316; Mayor, 2007, p. 385; 
Geiser, 2007, p. 170). P. bicolor is the only name attributed to this species since 1868, 
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apart from the name P. bicolor var. notaticollis Pic, 1910 (p. 53), a junior synonym. 
Despite this, the name P. bicolor has not been used sufficiently often to allow its 
conservation under Article 23.9.2, but nomenclatural stability would be negatively 
affected by using P. pertii as valid name. 

4. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 

asked: 

(1) to use its plenary power, under Article 81.2.3, to give the specific name bicolor 
Redtenbacher, 1868, as published in the binomen Prionocerus bicolor, prec- 
edence over the name pertii Laporte de Castelnau, 1836, as published in the 
binomen Prionocerus pertii, whenever the two are considered to be synonyms; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name bicolor 
Redtenbacher, 1868, as published in the binomen Prionocerus bicolor, with the 
endorsement that it is to be given precedence over the name pertii Laporte de 
Castelnau, 1836, as published in the binomen Prionocerus pertii, whenever the 
two are considered to be synonyms; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name pertii 
Laporte de Castelnau, 1836, as published in the binomen Prionocerus pertii, 
with the endorsement that it is not to be given priority over the name bicolor 
Redtenbacher, 1868, as published in the binomen Prionocerus bicolor, when- 
ever the two are considered to be synonyms. 
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